AUTONOMOUS ROBOTIC GREENHOUSE (ARG) WORKSHOP II 
September 8, 2005 Guelph, Ontario

In preparation for submission of a letter of intent to the Canada Foundation for Innovation (CFI) for the next phase of controlled environment infrastructure development to exploit Canadian expertise in this and related fields, the Ontario Centres of Excellence Earth and Environmental Technologies (OCE -ETech) and the University of Guelph invite all interested parties to attend the second workshop to focused on this topic.

The workshop will be co-hosted by Dr. Mike Dixon, principal investigator for the ARG proposal, and Richard Worsfold, Director of Business Development, OCE-ETech. An agenda and details regarding venue and accommodation will follow in the next few weeks. 

This announcement is to alert the community of interest and ensure that you mark your calendars accordingly. Feel free to contact Mike Dixon (mdixon@uoguelph.ca) or Theresa Rondeau-Vuk (trondeau@uoguelph.ca) at the University of Guelph if you have any questions or require additional information about the workshop in advance of follow-up information which we will distribute later this summer.

According to the latest information from CFI we are required to prepare a letter of intent by the deadline of Oct 14, 2005. We intend to address the Leading Edge Fund and build on the successful history of the Controlled Environment Systems Research Facility (CESRF) which formed the initial phase of CFI infrastructure in this field.

The proposed areas of science, technology and infrastructure we intend to present in this proposal will include, but are not limited to the following:

· robotics and precision agriculture in controlled environments

· imaging systems and in situ and remote sensing

· alternative energy sources (e.g. biofuels, solar, wind) and distribution systems

· mathematical modeling and control algorithms

· nutrient recycling and sensor technologies

· water management, sterilization and related technologies (UV, O3)

· analytical systems (air, water, tissue)

· biological life support applications in space
· pest management

· bioproducts

Please feel free to offer your area of expertise and networking potential to the team if you see additional opportunities to enhance this infrastructure proposal.

The main objectives of the workshop will be (1) to identify the proponents of the various science and technology elements of the proposal, (2) articulate the science content and infrastructure requirements for the various elements and (3) evaluate the level of infrastructure support available in the community as leverage for the proposal.

As you know, the rules for CFI require that 20% of the infrastructure budget must be provided by institutions, industry sponsors and/or other eligible provincial sources. The date from which such contributions can be counted towards the next round of submissions is Jan 1, 2004. 

Therefore, as a "homework assignment" you should come to the workshop with as much information as possible on any infrastructure investments (equipment, facilities, etc) you have made since that date with funds from eligible sources (i.e. non-tri-council funds). We will compile this list from the community and assess eligibility as leverage for the proposal. Once again, please feel free to contact Mike Dixon if you have any specific questions about this.
This workshop is not restricted to only former participants in the process. New ideas and initiatives are welcomed as they will enhance the total program. Please feel free to promote your ideas. A CD-ROM of the proceedings of the first workshop is available upon request to help you formalize your thinking.
