 September 19, 2005
AUTONOMOUS ROBOTIC GREENHOUSE WORKSHOP II
To:  ARGW II Participants and interested parties

Re:  Proceedings and action plan from September 8th, 2005

Let me begin by thanking everyone for their contributions to a successful workshop.  The day progressed well and I hope you share in my assessment that it was very productive.  

These proceedings are being communicated to you because you expressed an interest in the development of a Leading Edge Fund proposal under the Canada Foundation for Innovation in the field of controlled environments and specifically in the development of an autonomous robotic greenhouse.  This proposal is being spearheaded by the University of Guelph and represents Phase III of a long term research and infrastructure agenda in the fields of controlled environments, robotic technology and greenhouse production systems.  
Since the day of the workshop, we have retained the services of an internal consultant to compile a construction budget for the project along with an external consulting and management firm who will be compiling the complete project scope and budget.  Representatives from this external firm (Chetna Inc) will be contacting individual participants in the next few weeks to amalgamate the following information:
· The infrastructure requirements related to your participation in the project

· Identification of matching funds from eligible sources since January 1, 2004, and

· Identification of specific industry and institutional collaborators from whom funding and/or in kind contributions to the project can be verified with letters of support.

The list of workshop participants along with the summary reports provided by the working group leaders is posted on our website (www.ces.uoguelph.ca).  Along with this information I would encourage you to familiarize yourselves with the LEF application process by visiting http://www.innovation.ca/programs/index.cfm?websiteid=382.   Lastly, please don’t hesitate to contact me should you have any questions.
Sincerely,

Mike Dixon

Director, CESRF

Autonomous Robotic Greenhouse Workshop

September 8th, 2005

University of Guelph


