Oh, Brother!

Comic co-created by local artist Jay
Stephens starts in the Mercury today
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Smile, you’re happy
Guelph has been rated one of the
happiest places to live in Canada
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Cash collection ‘outright fraud’

Toronto charity says it didn’t receive money collected at Guelph Santa Claus parade

Scott Tracey, Mercury staff

GUELPH — The president of a Toronto-
based charity saysnone of the money collect-
ed in the charity’s name during Sunday’s
Guelph Santa Claus parade has found its

way to him.

George Marton said he has conducted his
own investigation since it was revealed ap-
proximately a half-dozen people, wearing
Karefor Kidsnametagsand carrying plastic
pails with the charity’s logo emblazoned up-

onthem, collected cash donations duringthe
parade.

“So far, I have hit a roadblock,” Marton
said Tuesday afternoon. “Everyone I have
talked to have denied being in Guelph on the
weekend.”

Marton earlier reported Kare for Kids’
fundraisers are specifically prohibited from
participating in parades, and said he did not
recognize the name — Margaret Beattie —
on one of the collectors’ name tags.

» SEE PARADE ON PAGE A5

U ofi'(y
studying
Space bees

Stephen Humphrey,
Special to the Mercury

GUELPH — Say you had a
greenhouse on Mars. Would
you also have bumblebees
there as well?

Erika Nardone, a graduate
student at the University of
Guelph, admits she wasn’t
sure her instructor, Dr. Peter
Kevan, was serious when he
first posed the question.

“To be honest, | thought he
was joking,” she says.

Nardone was intrigued
when she realized Kevan was
not only sincere, but had an
experiment in mind to testhow
one of the world’s hardiest
bees might cutit on otherplan-
ets.

“She picked up the ideaand
ran with it,” says Kevan.

'» SEE BEES ON PAGE A5
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Downtown optimistic

U of G chooses alumnus to supply turf
despite challenging year e |

Greg Layson, Mercury staff ) -

GUELPH — A former University

Rob O’Flanagan, Mercury staff B u Si ness of Guelph hockey coach won the
. bid to supply the university with
GUELPH — Optimism pervaded R€COQNItion its recently installed synthetic

multi-purposefield, used for rug-
by and field hockey. And he now
hasthe inside track on supplying
the school’s next set of fields.

the annual general meeting of the
Downtown Guelph Business Asso-
ciation, despite a challenging year
for downtown commerce.

Awards winners:

Emerging Entrepreneur Award:

More than 100 people attended a B_ChOCdat? Todd Cox, who was OUA
. . Green Business Award: R
meetingthatfeatured the new Busi- Planet Bean coach of the year in 1998, owns

Centaur Products Inc., the coun-
try’s only supplier of high-end,
brand-name Polytan turf.

Cox beat two other contrac-
tors and won the bid for the $1.8-

ness Recognition Awards and saw
the election of anew board of direc-
tors.

Downtown Guelph executive di-
rector Audrey Jamal said the orga-

Stewardship Award: 133
Wyndham Street North, Tom Dowd,
Stoneleigh Properties Ltd.

Anchor Award: The Bookshelf.
GUELPH MERCURY FILE

nization, and the more than 450
downtown businesses it represents
and serves, recognized that 2010
was going to be unlike any other
year.

“The business environment is
evolving,” said Jamal. “We’ve gone
through a recession, and I think

our federal and provincial govern-
ments have worked us through the
recession by nature of bringing
large construction projects to the
city.”

» SEE DOWNTOWN ON PAGE A5

million field installed in August.

Associate vice-president of
student affairs Brenda White-
side said a six-person committee,
which knew of Cox’s connection
to the university, reviewed three
manufacturers of synthetic turf.
The committee ranked each

others.

based on playability, warranty
and reaction to climate, among

“All six picked Polytan,” Whi-
teside said. The university, so im-

Players hoping to make Guelph Gryphons’ men’s soccer team practise
on the new artificial turf at the university’s Varsity Field.

pressed with the turf and not
wantingto waste time in the next
tendering process, specifically
called for Polytan.

> SEE FIELD ON PAGE A5
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Youn friendly famdly auto repain place.

Customer service excellence, Quality
workmanship, Fair pricing

Your one stop for all of your automobile
maintenance, repairs and diagnostics
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People soliciting didn’t register with parade

» PARADE FROM PAGE A1

Parade organizer Dave Thompson said
the collectors did not register as entrants,
and likely joined the parade route from the
crowd.

“They were definitely not in the set-up
area,” Thompson said Tuesday after check-
ing with volunteer marshals.

Thompson said that in the past, city by-
law officers have been summoned to deal
with unauthorized vendors trying to sneak

into the parade, and the same might need to
be considered for those soliciting donations.

“It’sraised theflag,” hesaid. “This is defi-
nitely something (organizers) will be dis-
cussing.”

Guelph Police Sgt. Doug Pflug said Tues-
day he was not aware of any complaints be-
inglogged with police over the unauthorized
collection.

But Pflug said because Kare for Kids is a
registered charity, it might be difficult to

take action even if the canvassers could be
identified. “We don’t even know necessarily
whether a crime was committed. It’s pos-
sible these people are going to forward the
money to the charity.”

Martonisn’t holding his breath.

“I haven’t heard from anyone who would
admit going to the parade or (who has) tried
to hand over some money,” he said, “so that
makes it an outright fraud.”

Pflug said the case is a good example of

the importance of doing some research be-
fore handing over money.

“If you’re not comfortable with a pur-
chase or a donation, you always have the
luxury of time,” Pflug said. “No donation ...
needs to be done right at that moment. If you
feelthat you want tosupport the charity, take
a day or two to do some research and then
send it in if you’re comfortable with it.”

stracey@guelphmercury.com

STEPHEN HUMPHREY

University of Guelph space bee researchers Erika Nardone and Mike Stasiak.

Bees key for Mars missions

» BEES FROM PAGE A1

Monthslater, Nardone now hasaround 60
hours of video to analyze of bees inside a
hypobaric chamber within the university’s
space research facility — known as the Con-
trolled Environment Systems lab.

She observes how their ability to work
changes when ambient pressure drops with-
in the chamber.

Enclosed by metal and glass, bumblebee
workers fly back and forth, intent on blue
paper disks that mimic flowers. They keep
returning to extract brownish syrup that
works does in a pinch for nectar. All the
while air vents noisily from the chamber.

Aspressurereaches30Kkilopascals, about
the density at Everest’s peak, the insects fal-
ter. One bee fails a takeoff, landing flat on its
back. Another plummets from its perch on a
wall of mesh. Others climb to the ‘flower,’
deciding they’ll walk to work. Ten minutes
later and they can’t even do that.

Itdoesn’t worry Nardone much. Afterall,
the beesfunctionfine ata denser 50 kPa, half
normal walking-around pressure for earth-
lings. They botch afew landings but succeed
overall. “The fact that they can still fly and
pollinate at this level is pretty impressive,”
says Nardone.

Plants, meanwhile, can grow at pres-
sures as low as 10 kPa. This fact presents
huge savings for off-world greenhouses.

Researchers think future space travel-
lers should grow much of their own food.
Thelessfood spaceships carry, thelessliftoff
weight. Low-pressure greenhouses reduce
costs further, explains Guelph scientist
Mike Stasiak, who helped design the experi-
ment.

“The lower pressure we can grow a plant
the less structure we need for a greenhouse,
less mass,” he says. “The biggest thing is

how to get things off the planet.”

Pollinators must negotiate thinner air to
work the automated, inflatable greenhouses
astronauts might bring to the moon’s pow-
dery grey valleys or the rust-red dunes of
Mars.

Beesonboard is agame-changer for sure,
but it seemstheir tolerances must be consid-
ered, since many plants on a Mars mission
roster won’t do well without them.

Mike Dixon, the lab’s founder and over-
seer, says he was surprised when Kevan sug-
gested that where tomatoes go bumblebees
should go also.

“It came out of a casual coffee conversa-
tion,” he notes.

Bees are famously masterful at trans-
porting pollen grains from flower to flower
whileforagingfortheir young. This transfer
isneeded to create robust fruits.

Bumblebees, in particular, are experts at
shaking pollen from tomato flowers with the
motor-like muscles that make them buzz. In
fact, certain bumbles are commercially
bred to pollinate greenhouse tomatoes in
Ontario communities such as Leamington.

Nardone and others have much more
ahead to discover, including how long bees
can sustain the more vigorous wingbeats
required in low pressure.

Stasiak points out that the study’s bees
are first adopters. He wonders how the next
generation might adapt.

“It would be interesting to see if their
offspring would be better at it since they
grew up in that different pressure,” he says.
“Isuspect they would be.”

Stasiak makes an interesting point. May-
be first true newborns in space won’t be hu-
man.

editor@guelphmercury.com

Focus on ‘high-quality sports complex’

» FIELD FROM PAGE A1

“It just doesn’t make
sense to do that again for
the next proposal,” White-
side said of reviewing any
product other than Poly-
tan.

That’s why all bids must
include Polytan as the turf
tobe installed.

Butan anonymousletter
sent to the university and
Guelph Mercury claims the
request for Polytan elimi-
nates all other contractors
from the bidding process.

Whiteside said that isn’t
true.

She said bidding con-
tractors can subcontract
the field turf portion of the
bid to Centaur.

The letter also claims
Polytan is two to three
times the cost of any other
similar synthetic turf.

Whiteside doesn’t dis-
pute that Polytan is one of
the most expensive prod-
ucts available.

“Absolutely, it’s more ex-
pensive.

“But we’re trying to de-
velop centre of excellence
for soccer.

“And that’s good for

Guelph and the province,”
Whiteside said.

“This field is not just for
intramurals.”

Whiteside said the com-
mittee of six which decided
on Polytan felt the product
is of better quality, will last
longer and better with-
stand the harsh winter than
any other product.

“We are pretty commit-
ted to what we want to
build: A high-quality
sports complex,” White-
side said.

glayson@guelphmercury.com

New projects will boost core

» DOWNTOWN FROM PAGE A1

The infrastructure projects, she said, are
welcome and will help intensify business
activity in the downtown. But those pro-
jectshave comeata costtobusinessesinthe
city’s core.

“That construction period has really ex-
tended therecession in some cases for small
businesses,” she added. “That has been the
challenge of this year, working through hav-
ing road closures, and experiencing chang-
esto people’s consumer behaviour.”

Retail businesses thrive on consistent
consumer behaviour, she explained. When
those patterns are disrupted, good, loyal
customers can be lost.

During her presentation to the meeting,
Jamal said a number of ongoing projects in
the downtown will, when complete, greatly
enhance thelook andlife of the core. Market
Square on Carden Street, she said, will be
one of the most unique public spaces
Guelph has ever seen.

Butagain, businessesalong Carden have
paid “a hefty price” for that ongoing con-
struction.

The proposed new intermodal transit
terminal on Carden will transform the
street further, and will mark the redefini-
tion of St. George’s Square, which has long
served as the transit hub.

The new site of the Guelph Civic Muse-
um on Norfolk Street will be “tremendously
important” to the downtown and the entire
city, shesaid.

“I feel incredibly optimistic about it,”
she said, speaking of the time when the
many projects will be completed.

“I think bringing an intermodal transit

terminal and a world-class Market Square
to your city’s core can only be positive for
business. The economic development value
thatoffersintermsofattractingintensifica-
tion into the core is going to be fabulous.”

Downtown Guelph will launch a major
marketing campaign in 2011 welcoming res-
idents back to the downtown “to enjoy these
incredible amenities that are being built,”
she added.

During the meeting, business people
were encouraged to take advantage of a
Downtown Guelph project that uses Envi-
ronics developed market research to en-
hance business opportunities.

Downtown Guelph market research
committee chair Doug Minett, owner of The
Bookshelf,and John van de Kamer, owner of
Knar Jewellery, said postal code collection
is an effective way to better understand
where customers are coming from, and
where to target marketing campaigns
aimed at specific demographics.

“When spending marketing dollars, it is
the best guess,” said van de Kamer, speak-
ingofpostal code collection, which has been
used effectively by large chain stores to im-
prove marketing.

He and Minett explained that by collect-
ing postal codes at the till, businesses can
then inject this data into the Environics
program to gain valuable and varied infor-
mation about their market.

Chris Ahlers, Lorenz Calcagno, Charles
Davidson, Tony di Battista, Caroline Har-
vey-Smith, Doug Minett, Jean-Marie Nijs
and Mark Rodford were elected to the board.

roflanagan@guelphmercury.com

HELPING STUDENTS
REACH HIGHER!

v BETTER GRADES
v MORE CONFIDENCE
v/ LIFE-LONG SUCCESS

CUSTOMIZED PROGRAMS

* Tailored to each student’s unique
learning style and needs

* Holistic approach develops the whole
student

SUPPORTING ONTARIO
CURRICULUM

* Success translates directly to the
classroom

EXPERIENCE WITH
EXCEPTIONALITIES

» Special learning needs accommodated

CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT

¢ \/isible results each week

* Progress continuously communicated

ALL AGES & SUBJECTS

* Pre-Kindergarten (jump start literacy with
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\ NEEDS

Summit’s “Early Starter” program)
* Elementary, high school, college &
university
* Specialized French program

SUMMIT”

LEARNING CENTRES INC."

email: tutoring_guelph @ summitlearning.ca

Guelph Summit Learning Centre

519-767-5576

1-877-356 EDGE (3343), 190 Nicklin Rd.

www.summitlearning.ca
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Guelph

Supply

Building

WE ARE OPEN

TO THE PUBLIC “,

We Carry
¢ Insulation ¢ Lumber
e Drywall
PLUS MUCH MORE =

500 Maltby RD., GUELPH » 519-780-0400
Winter Hours: Mon - Fri. 7:30 - 5:00 pm ¢ Sat. 8:00 - 3:00 pm
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